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Weekly State of Ohio Drought Report – Week Ending March 19, 2021 

Current Drought Conditions 

This is the thirty-seventh Weekly State of Ohio Drought Report for the 2020-2021 

meteorological season. The portion of the state that is experiencing at least Abnormally Dry 

(D0) conditions increased again over the last week, from 50.72% to 54.29%; and the portion of 

the state that was impacted by Moderate Drought (D1) conditions rose significantly, from 

1.86% to 10.11%. As can be seen in the national-level Drought Monitor Maps, below, drought 

conditions over most of the U.S. increased somewhat over the last week. The U.S. Drought 

Monitor can be accessed at: https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/  

 

The National Perspective – the U.S. Drought Monitor 
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The Ohio Perspective – U.S. Drought Monitor 
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Ohio Drought Statistics from the U.S. Drought Monitor 

 

 

Analysis 

The portion of the state that is experiencing at least Abnormally Dry (D0) conditions increased 

again over the last week, from 50.72% to 54.29%; and the portion of the state that was 

impacted by Moderate Drought (D1) conditions rose significantly, from 1.86% to 10.11% 

 

Weekly Summary from the State Climate Office of Ohio 

Thursday March 18, 2021 

 

Weekly Summary 

Precipitation this week was once again 

concentrated in southern Ohio, with 

lighter precipitation (<0.10) across the 

northwestern counties (Fig. 1). 

Temperatures for the 7-day period 

ending March 17th were mild as well, 

running 2-10°F above the long-term 

mean from southeast to northwest 

across the state. Drought indices and 

indicators are beginning to stack up for 

portions of northern Ohio as they 

continue to miss the larger rainfall 

events. Stream and river flows are 

falling well below historical flows, 

which should be approaching 

climatological peaks this time of year.  Soil moisture also continues to fall behind historical 

averages across northern and east central Ohio. Evidence is converging toward increased 

Figure 1). Multi-sensor precipitation estimates for the week 
ending March 17, 2021. Courtesy of the Midwest Regional Climate 
Center. 
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drought pressure as we begin the spring season. Thus, the depiction of D0-abnormally dry and 

D1-moderate drought conditions expanded across Ohio on the U.S. Drought Monitor this week, 

with about 54 percent of the state now categorized as D0-D1.   

Forecast 

A potent system that brought devastating 

tornadoes to the deep-south on 

Wednesday has brought a significant rain 

event to portions of the Ohio Valley 

today. As much as 3 inches has fallen 

overnight and Thursday morning in a 

small area of the northern Miami Valley. 

This system will clear out later Thursday 

night and Friday, but not before bringing 

wind gusts to 50mph tonight and much 

cooler air on Friday. High pressure will 

build in for the weekend and persist 

through Tuesday before the next system 

moves in around mid-week. After 

overnight lows in the 20s and 30s and highs in the 40s and 50s on Friday/Saturday, a slow 

warming trend toward above average temperatures will resume Sunday through Wednesday. 

The Weather Prediction Center’s 7-day outlook calls for a swath of 0.75-1.50” of precipitation 

across the much of the state with today and next week’s systems (Fig. 2). Isolated areas have 

already received more than currently forecast. Therefore, improvement along the southern 

periphery of the D0-D1 area in Ohio is likely in next week’s report.      

The Climate Prediction Center’s 6–10-day outlook for the period of March 23-27 shows a strong 

probability of above average temperatures and elevated probability of above average 

precipitation across Ohio (Fig. 3). Climate averages for the period include a high temperature 

range of 48-55°F, a low temperature range of 30-35°F, and weekly precipitation of 0.55-0.90”. 

 

Figure 2). Forecast precipitation for the next 7 days. Valid from 7 am 
Thursday March 18, 2021 through 7 am Thursday March 25, 2021. 
Figure from the Weather Prediction Center. 

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/index.php#page=ovw
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
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Figure 3: 6-10-day probabilistic outlooks from the NOAA Climate Prediction Center. Colors represent the probability of above, 
below, and near normal temperatures and precipitation for the period of March 23-27, 2021. 


